
WORKSHOP SESSION FIVE –  
EXPANDING THE SCOPE 

 
 

Victim Support Europe conference: 
Supporting Victims of Crime in 

Europe  

 



 
victim definition 
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 (i)     a natural person who has suffered harm, including physical or 
mental injury, emotional suffering or economic loss, directly caused 
by a criminal offence; 

 (ii) family members of a person whose death was directly caused by a 
criminal offence and who have suffered harm as a result; 

  

                                         Are RTV =   Forgotten Victims ?  
 
 
 
 RoadTrafficVictims = same rights ? 
 « Violence routière » 
 Injustice Ignored is Injustice Condoned 
 
Death and Injury through law braking must no longer be regarded as minor 

traffic offences 
 

 



What is a crime or violence in road traffic? 
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                                                     Driving (much) too fast 

                                                     Hit and run 

                                           Driving under (high) influence 

                                                     Driving without licence/non insured 

          

     from FEVR survey (1997): 

 



 Crash not « accident » 
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Support Services 
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 Psychological and moral assistance 

 Legal advice 

 Practical, administrative guidance 

 

3. NGO meeting in Antalya April 2013:  

                     Session support services  

« Voluntary Versus Professional help » 

= Best is voluntary professionals 



EU Victim Package 
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 Consultation document: Taking actions on 
rights, support and protection 

 RTV  now included ( several meetings with EU Justice) 

 letter from Vice-president Viviane Reding:  

“We share your concern that the status of road 
victims is not sufficiently recognised by society.” 



                              NGO Declaration 2009 

30 April                                                                        VSE conference    Edinburgh                                                    J.Mersch  FEVR 

7 



Impact of road Death and Injury 1997 
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http://www.fevr.org/
http://www.fevr.org/
http://www.fevr.org/


Results 
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Criminal Justice for RTV 
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Civil justice 
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 Strict liability:Mai 2013 UN R S Week: www.fevr.org 

   Safer Roads for Pedestrians/Cyclists requires Fairer Compensation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Civil proceedings -  to achieve fairness and justice 

http://www.fevr.org/


Victims rights 

30 April                                                               VSE conference    Edinburgh                                                             J.Mersch  FEVR 

12 

 The victims' right to information and consultation 
 Victims right to fair treatment and respect 
 Support and protection 

 

 Crash Investigation: to prevent recurrence by identifying 
causes or contributory factors 

 
 SCID : campaign irresponsible driving 
    Dundee Law School report 

 
 Marcel HAEGI ( FEVR founder and 1. president): 
“We defend the right of life without compromise” 
 



Questions-suggestions ? 
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